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Honorable Members of the Committee: 
  
Thank you all for giving me the opportunity to express my opinion. 
  
At this time the United States is believed to be the world leader in proven reserves of 
natural gas. However, even with the enormous reserves we have (2,000 trillion cubic) we 
still are importing an estimated 300 billion dolllars of crude oil annually. And while natural 
gas is without question our least polluting fossil fuel we use gasoline and diesel refined from 
crude for our transportation industry and coal---the most polluting fossil fuel to generate 
our electricity. Natural gas provides about 25 percent of the power used to generate 
electricity. Last week's devastating mine disaster at the Massey Energy coal mine in West 
Virginia illustrates that coal kills as it is mined and after it is burned in the extreme 
atmospheric degradation that shortens everyone's lives with respiratory diseases. 
  
We here in Texas suffer with the dirtiest, most polluted air quality of any state in the 
country. Coincidentally, we have the most coal fired generating plants. There is no such 
thing as "clean coal". The technolog to produce so-called "clean coal", is so expensive that it 
makes the process cost prohibitive. 
  
Texas with the nation's largest natural gas production (and the dirtiest air quality) needs 
federal tax incentives that will increase a transition to natural gas use in the transportation 
sector. Compressed natural gas (CNG) is the cleanest transportation fuel according to the 
EPA. Many municipalities have switched their bus fleets to CNG as a means of 
inmproving their air quality. Incentives for public and private school bus fleets conversion to 
CNG will help clean the air throughout the nation. 
  
As solar and wind development continue natural gas compliments those energy sources very 
well in the electrical power industry as a back up energy source when the sun is not 
shining or the wind is calm. 
  
The basic fact that America is importing crude at a time in our history that we are the 
"Saudia Arabia" of natural gas makes no economic sense and decreases our national 
security. Anyone that remembers the Arab oil embargo in 1973 cannot forget the national 
chaos of that sad episode. Now, that we have the bridge energy source we need to develop 
truly clean and renewable energy like solar, wind geothermal, wave, ocean currents and the 
like, we must stop importing crude---and exporting American dollars. 
  
Just imagine what an "extra" 300 billion plus dollars circulating in the American economy 
each year would do for our nation. Natural gas is our best fossil fuel, we have enormous 
reserves, it is vastly better for the environment and it is produced in 30 or more American 
states.  
  
We need to use it rather than relying on a world oil market controlled by OPEC. 
  
I sincerely appreciate the opportunity of addressing the Honorable House Ways and Means 
Committee, thank you. 
  
Alan P Langford 
Gatesville Texas   
  


