
 
 

 
       May 26, 2010 
 
The Honorable Sander Levin   
U.S. House of Representatives  
1236 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Representative Levin: 
 
  This week, the House is expected to vote on H.R. 4213, the “American Jobs 
and Closing Tax Loopholes Act of 2010.”  On behalf of the National Retail Federation 
(NRF), our member companies, and the 25 million workers employed in the retail 
industry, I am writing to urge you to support H.R. 4213.       
 
  H.R. 4213 retroactively extends many important business tax provisions that 
expired at the end of 2009.  Retailers are particularly concerned with a provision 
allowing improvements to retail stores, leaseholds and restaurants to be written off 
over 15 years, as well as new restaurant construction.   
 
  If the depreciation provision is not extended, the cost of making needed 
improvements to a retail store or restaurant must be written off over nearly four 
decades.  This would have a significant negative impact on a retailer’s decision to 
make improvements and, in this economic climate, could result in more store 
closures -- costing retail industry jobs.  Decisions to forego, or even delay, 
improvements would also result in the loss of construction industry jobs.  According 
to the Bureau of Economic Analysis, every $1 million spent in the construction 
industry creates more than 28 jobs in the overall economy. 
 
  Again, I urge you to vote yes on H.R. 4213 to provide retailers, restauranteurs 
and myriad other industries the certainty needed to create critically needed jobs in 
this recovering economy.    
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
       Steve Pfister 
       Senior Vice President 
       Government Relations 


