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May 19, 2010
VIA FAX

.8, House of Representatives
Washington, D.C, 20510

Dear Representative:

This week, the House is expected to take up the Promoting American
Jobs and Closing Tax Loopholes Act of 2010 {(H.R. 4213}, On behalf of the
850,000 members of the United Steelworkers, I write to express our strong
support for this legislation.

With over eight million jobs lost in the recession and our nation’s
unemployment rate hovering just below ten percent, it is essential that federal
unemployment insurance benefits (UI), which expire on June 2, be extended.
While there are modest signs of economic recovery, as we saw with the
290,000 jobs created in April, over 15 million men and women remain
unemploved and continue to seek work.,

Extension of Ul benefits is particularly critical for states whose
unemployment rates exceed the national rate. According to the Bureau of
Labor Statistics, highest unemployment was experiericed in Michigan (14.1
percent), Nevada (13.4 percent}, California and Rhode Island (both at 12.6
percent).

H.R 4213 provides an extension of Ul benefits through the end of 2010,
as well as an extension of the COBRA benefits contained in the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act, which are also set to expire in June.

In addition to extending UI and COBRA benefits, the legislation also
includes pension funding reforms that will help save jobs by allowing
companies more time to repay losses incurred by pension plans in the stock
market in 2008,
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We urge you to support H.R. 4213 when it is brought to the floor as it is
critical aid for millions of Americans across the nation.
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Sincerely,
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/Holly R. Hart
Assistant to'the International President
Legislative Director
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