November 6, 2009

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Madam Speaker,

On behalf of the more than 75,000 clinically practicing physician
assistants (PAs) practicing in the United States, the American
Academy of Physician Assistants (AAPA) congratulates you and your
colleagues in the House of Representatives for unveiling H.R. 3962,
the Affordable Health Care for America Act.

The AAPA is pleased that this bill removes current barriers to care for
Medicare beneficiaries by allowing physician assistants to order skilled
nursing facility care and to provide hospice care for Medicare patients.
H.R. 3962 also contains language specifically defining PAs as primary
health care providers and makes it clear that PAs may lead the primary
care team in the new chronic care management model. Additionally,
the bill fully integrates PAs into new medical home and chronic care
management models of care, and reauthorizes funding for PA
education programs provided through Title VII.

AAPA is committed to working with the 111™ Congress to enact
health care reform legislation that meets the needs of the American
people and encompasses the Academy’s health care reform principles,
including access to quality, affordable, cost-effective health care for all
Americans, physician-directed teams of health care providers, and
optimal utilization of primary care.

We believe the Affordable Health Care for America Act goes a long
way in meeting the Academy’s health care reform principles, and we
applaud the efforts of House members in producing such a bill.

Thank you for your hard work and dedication to ensuring that all
Americans have access to quality and affordable health care. Physician
assistants have an invaluable role to play in the delivery of health care
in America, and we stand ready to work with you to achieve
meaningful health care reform this year.

Sincerely,

Stephen H. Hanson, MPA, PA-C
President

William F. Leinweber
Executive Vice President/ Chief Executive Officer

American Academy

my of
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS

950 North Washington Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314-1552
P 703 836 2272

F 703 684 1924

www.aapa.org

President
Stephen H. Hanson, MPA, PA-C

Chair of the Board/
Immediate Past President
Cynthia B. Lord, MHS, PA-C

President-elect
Patrick E. Killeen, MS, PA-C

Vice President/Speaker
House of Delegates
William H. Fenn, PhD, PA

Secretary
Daniel T. Thibodeau, MHP, PA-C

Treasurer
Bruce C. Fichandler, PA

First Vice Speaker
House of Delegates
Alan Hull, PA-C

Second Vice Speaker
House of Delegates
James E. Delaney, PA-C

Director at Large
Linda L. Contreras, MPAS, PA-C

Director at Large
Michelle O. DiBaise, MPAS, PA-C

Director at Large
Jeffrey Katz, PA-C

Director at Large
Patti Pagels, MPAS, PA-C

Student Representative
Kate L. Callaway

Executive Vice President/
Chief Executive Officer
Bill Leinweber



