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The Honoralble Nancy Pelosi

Speaker '

Uinited States House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20513

RE: United Cerebral Palsy Supperts H.R. 3962

Pear Speaker Pelosi:

%

L am writing to express United Cerebral Palsy's (UCP) strong support for the Affordsble
Health Care for America Act of 2009 (H.R. 3962). UCP is one of the nation’s larpesl
health charities with an affiliate network of almest 100 organizations that provide direct
services to more than 176,000 children and adults with all types of disabilitios,

Achieving access to affordable, comprehensive health care has been a high priority for
the disability community for decades, Several provisions of the America’s Affordable
Health Choices Aet (H.R. 3962) will make significant strides toward meeting that poal,

Insurance Market Reforms

The msurance market reforms in H.R. 3962, such as the elimination of pre~exisiing
condition exclusions, requirements of guaranteed issue and repewst, prolubition of
diserimination based on health status, and the elimination of annual and lifetime Caps
constitute a sea change in the American health care system. We are especially pleased
that effective Janmary t, 2010, HR. 3962 shortens the time that plans can look back for
pre-existing conditions from six months to thirty days and shortens the time plans may
exclude coverage of certain benefits generally from twelve months to three nionths,

Lone Term Services apd Supports

Ensuring that individuals with disabilitics can Hve in the communiry is the top priority for
Uniited Cercbral Palsy. We recognize the imporfance of Medicaid in providing long term
zervices and supports to our constituents. We also believe that it is time ta develop an -
approach that takes some of the pressure off of the Medicaid program and helps individuals
and families avaid poverty, We applaud the inclusion of the Community Living Assistance
Services and Supports (CLASS) Act, a new actuarially sound, premium-based, natinnal
long term services insurance program 1o help adults with severe functional i mpannents
b reraain independent, emploved, and a part of their communities, without having o
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