
A-1  
 

APPENDIX A - DATA ON THE ELDERLY 
 
This appendix presents historical, current, and projected data on the demographic 
and economic characteristics of the elderly, including information on population, 
life expectancy, labor force participation, marital status, living arrangements, 
poverty rates, and income. Data sources are noted at the bottom of each table. 
 
The following definitions may be useful for reading the tables: 
 

1. “Aged” and “elderly” each refer to any person age 65 or older. 
 

2. “OASDI” and “Social Security” are used interchangeably. 
 

3. “Supplemental Security Income” is at times abbreviated “SSI.” 
 

4. The concepts “unrelated individual” and “unit” are used many times 
throughout this appendix. “Unrelated individual” refers to any individual 
living alone. “Unit” refers to an individual living alone, a couple living 
alone, or a family. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
TA

B
LE

 A
-1

--
EL

D
ER

LY
 A

S 
A

 P
ER

C
EN

T 
O

F 
TO

TA
L 

PO
PU

LA
TI

O
N

 A
N

D
 D

IS
TR

IB
U

TI
O

N
 O

F 
EL

D
ER

LY
 B

Y
 A

G
E 

A
N

D
 S

EX
, S

EL
EC

TE
D

 Y
EA

R
S 

19
40

-2
05

0 
A

ge
 

19
40

19
50

19
60

19
70

19
80

19
90

20
00

20
10

 
20

20
20

30
20

40
20

50
A

ge
 a

nd
 D

em
og

ra
ph

ic
 G

ro
up

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Po

pu
la

tio
n 

65
+1  

9,
56

2
12

,8
12

17
,2

79
20

,9
21

26
,1

49
32

,0
22

35
,8

66
40

,3
68

 5
4,

29
9

70
,4

94
77

,3
60

81
,7

99
Po

pu
la

tio
n 

65
 +

 a
s %

 o
f t

ot
al

 
6.

9 
8.

0 
9.

1 
9.

7 
11

.1
 

12
.3

 
12

.3
 

12
.7

 
15

.8
 

19
.4

 
20

.5
 

21
.0

 
Po

pu
la

tio
n 

75
 +

 a
s %

 o
f t

ot
al

 
2.

1 
2.

5 
3.

1 
3.

8 
4.

4 
5.

2 
5.

9 
5.

7 
6.

3 
8.

7 
10

.8
 

11
.1

 
Po

pu
la

tio
n 

85
 +

 a
s %

 o
f t

ot
al

 
0.

3 
0.

4 
0.

5 
0.

7 
1.

0 
1.

3 
1.

5 
1.

7 
1.

7 
2.

1 
3.

2 
4.

0 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

A
ge

 a
nd

 se
x 

gr
ou

pi
ng

s a
s a

 p
er

ce
nt

 o
f p

op
ul

at
io

n 
ag

e 
65

 a
nd

 o
ld

er
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
M

en
: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
65

+ 
48

.2
46

.8
 

44
.5

 
41

.5
 

40
.3

 
40

.6
 

41
.3

 
42

.7
 

44
.2

 
44

.7
 

44
.6

 
45

.0
 

65
-7

4 
34

.5
32

.6
 

30
.1

 
26

.8
 

26
.3

 
25

.7
 

23
.7

 
25

.3
 

28
.2

 
26

.1
 

22
.4

 
22

.9
 

75
-8

4 
11

.9
12

.2
 

12
.2

 
12

.3
 

11
.3

 
12

.0
 

14
.0

 
13

.3
 

12
.5

 
14

.9
 

16
.6

 
15

.2
 

85
+ 

1.
8 

2.
0 

2.
2 

2.
4 

2.
7 

2.
8 

3.
6 

4.
1 

3.
5 

3.
8 

5.
6 

7.
0 

W
om

en
: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

65
+ 

51
.8

53
.2

 
55

.5
 

58
.5

 
59

.7
 

59
.4

 
58

.7
 

57
.3

 
55

.8
 

55
.3

 
55

.4
 

55
.0

 
65

-7
4 

35
.8

35
.7

 
35

.7
 

34
.7

 
33

.9
 

31
.9

 
28

.7
 

29
.5

 
32

.1
 

29
.3

 
24

.7
 

24
.5

 
75

-8
4 

13
.5

14
.7

 
16

.3
 

19
.1

 
19

.3
 

20
.0

 
21

.4
 

18
.8

 
16

.6
 

19
.1

 
20

.9
 

18
.6

 
85

+ 
2.

4 
2.

8 
3.

5 
4.

7 
6.

5 
7.

5 
8.

6 
9.

0 
7.

0 
6.

9 
9.

8 
11

.8
 

1 
N

um
be

r i
n 

th
ou

sa
nd

s. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
So

ur
ce

: B
as

ed
 o

n 
20

03
 T

ru
st

ee
s R

ep
or

t I
nt

er
m

ed
ia

te
 A

lte
rn

at
iv

e.
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

A-2 



A-3  
TABLE A-2--LIFE EXPECTANCY FOR MEN AND WOMEN, 

SELECTED YEARS 1900-2070 

Life Expectancy at Birth  Life Expectancy at Age 65 
Year 

Male Female  Male Female 

Actual:      
1900 46.4 49.0  11.4 12.0 
1910 50.1 53.6  11.4 12.1 
1920 54.5 56.3  11.8 12.3 
1930 58.0 61.3  11.8 12.9 
1940 61.4 65.7  11.9 13.4 
1950 65.6 71.1  12.8 15.1 
1960 66.7 73.2  12.9 15.9 
1970 67.2 74.9  13.1 17.1 
1980 69.9 77.5  14.0 18.4 
1990 71.8 78.9  15.0 19.0 
2000 73.9 79.2  15.8 18.9 
Projected:      
2010 75.2 80.0  16.4 19.3 
2020 76.1 80.9  17.0 19.9 
2030 77.3 81.8  17.7 20.5 
2040 78.3 82.6  18.3 21.1 
2050 79.2 83.4  18.8 21.7 
2060 80.0 84.2  19.4 22.2 
2070 80.8 84.9  19.9 22.7 
Source:  Based on 2003 Trustees Report Intermediate Alternative. 
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A-6  
TABLE A-5--LIVING ARRANGEMENTS OF THE ELDERLY, 1  

SELECTED YEARS 1970-2000 
[Civilian Noninstitutionalized Population, Number in Thousands] 

Total age 65+ Widowed men  Widowed women Living arrangement 
and year Number Percent Number Percent  Number Percent 

In families:         
1970 13,347 70.0  499 37.4  2,386 40.1 
1980 16,355 67.6  385 28.7  2,194 30.0 
1990 19,737 66.8  525 29.9  2,202 26.3 
1992 20,351 66.5  536 28.0  2,305 26.8 
1995 20,828 66.6  466 26.6  2,363 27.4 
1996 21,092 66.6  527 27.1  2,427 28.2 
1998 21,443 66.8  516 25.6  2,359 28.1 
2000 21,979 67.4  539 27.0  2,453 28.9 

Living alone:         
1970 5,071 26.6  708 53.1  3,309 55.7 
1980 7,328 30.3  893 66.5  4,916 67.4 
1990 9,176 31.0  1,117 63.6  5,946 71.1 
1992 9,523 31.1  1,241 64.7  6,070 70.6 
1995 9,862 31.5  1,201 68.4  6,092 70.5 
1996 9,841 31.1  1,259 64.8  5,963 69.3 
1998 9,923 30.9  1,343 66.6  5,880 70.1 
2000 9,783 30.0  1,321 66.2  5,764 67.9 

Other:         
1970 645 3.4  124 9.3  251 4.2 
1980 511 2.1  65 4.8  186 2.5 
1990 653 2.2  113 6.4  220 2.6 
1992 716 2.3  142 7.4  227 2.6 
1995 577 1.8  88 5.0  182 2.1 
1996 725 2.3  158 8.1  217 2.5 
1998 716 2.2  158 7.8  155 1.9 
2000 860 2.6  136 6.8  274 3.2 

Total:         
1970 19,061 100  1,333 100  5,946 100 
1980 24,194 100  1,342 100  7,295 100 
1990 29,566 100  1,755 100  8,367 100 
1992 30,590 100  1,917 100  8,601 100 
1995 31,267 100  1,755 100  8,637 100 
1996 31,658 100  1,944 100  8,607 100 
1998 32,082 100  2,017 100  8,394 100 
2000 32,621 100  1,996 100  8,491 100 

1 Excludes persons in institutions (nursing homes, etc.).     

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Series P-20 (various years).    
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TABLE A-7--POVERTY RATES AMONG PERSONS AGE 65 AND 
OLDER BY AGE, SEX, AND MARITAL STATUS, 2002 

  
65+ 65 - 69 70 - 74 75 - 79 80+ 

Male Total 7.7 7.0 8.5 7.1 8.4 
Married 5.3 5.3 4.9 4.6 6.6 
Widowed 11.4 9.2 16.4 9.2 10.8 
Divorced, Separated, Never Married 17.7 14.5 20.8 20.6 15.1 

Female Total 12.4 10.2 11.4 13.7 14.5 
Married 5.6 4.8 5.1 6.7 6.8 
Widowed 16.0 16.3 16.1 15.8 15.9 
Divorced, Separated, Never Married 22.6 19.6 22.3 28.4 22.1 

Total 10.4 8.7 10.1 11.0 12.2 
Note: Prior Green Book data showed age groups 75-84 and 85 and older.  The Census Bureau 
now topcodes age at 80 years and over on the CPS public use files. 
Source: March 2003 Current Population Survey (CPS).  Table prepared by CRS.  
 

TABLE A-8--AMOUNT OF INCOME FROM SOURCES OTHER THAN 
SOCIAL SECURITY, AMONG UNITS WITH MEMBERS AGE 65 AND 

OLDER RECEIVING SOCIAL SECURITY INCOME, 2002 

Unit income other than Social Security Total Married couples Nonmarried persons 

None 15.9 9.9 20.7 
Loss or $1-$1,999 13.9 8.9 17.9 
$2,000-$3,999  7.1 4.3 9.5 
$4,000-$5,999  5.2 4.0 6.2 
$6,000-$7,999  5.1 4.6 5.6 
$8,000-$9,999  4.2 4.2 4.3 
$10,000-$14,999  8.6 8.8 8.4 
$15,000-$19,999  6.5 8.2 5.1 
$20,000-$29,999  9.4 11.3 8.0 
$30,000-$39,999  6.0 7.6 4.8 
$40,000-$49,999  4.3 6.2 2.7 
$50,000-$74,999  6.5 9.9 3.8 
$75,000-$99,999  3.4 5.7 1.6 
$100,000 or more  3.7 6.3 1.6 
Number (in thousands) 23,378 10,383 12,995 
Median income other than Social Security $9,268 $18,111 $4,545 
Median Social Security Income $12,355 $16,848 $10,368 
Note:  Units are families (primary families, related, and unrelated subfamilies) and unrelated 
individuals with any member age 65 or older. 
Source:  Table prepared by the Congressional Research Service based on March 2003 Current 
Population Survey. 
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